Volume XL

Moo 1 NEwS FrRoMm
KING's " CHAPEL

The Society of King's Chapel » 64 Beacon Street, Boston, MA 02108 * 617/227-2155 * www.kings-chapel.org

December 2008

TOEVERYTHING THERE ISA SEASON

It has become conventional to complain about the too-muchness of
what we have cometo call “The Holiday Season.” And there cer-
tainly are certain aspectsof it which aretoo much. Not least of these
of these isits length. Christmas used to be a day. The Holiday
Season on the other hand grows steadily longer, its indeterminate
beginning coming earlier each year. | usually take asameasurethe

SERVICE OF LESSONS datewhen | receivethefirst catalogue dedicated to my “last-minute
AND CAROLS shopping.” Thisyear it arrived in October.

ChristmasEve In the Holt household, as it happens, between Thanksgiving and

- 1030pm. New Year's Day, wealso haveto factor in both our birthdays (through

Ki ng's_Chapel Choir no fault of our own) and our wedding anniversary (for which | sup-

Music by Byrd, pose we must take responsibility). Marilyn’s birthday is always

Poulenc, Gubanov, closeto Thanksgiving and mine always comes on New Year’'s Eve.
Betinis, Distler It is, as the saying goes, too much of a good thing.

Heirnich Christensen, Director

Christmasis atime of miracles, and perhaps the greatest is that its
spirit manages to survive the Holiday Season. But even though
threatened by the commercialization and excesses that have grown Inside this issue:
around it like kudzu, Christmas does survive, because it stands for
the good things of which we cannot have too much. We can’'t have
too much love, or too much faith, or too much generosity, or too
much hope. And certainly, we cannot have too much peace. The  Tuesday Recitals................... 2
bright star of Christmas still shines, and when we turn off the artifi-

cial lightsand stop running away from the darknessthat isnever far Wednesdaly Services .......... 2
away, we can seeit shining. FIOWErS ..., 2
Special This Month: All the too much of the Holiday Season is a vain attempt to create Ass Minister'sColum ... 3
Christmas, to control, tomakeit come. It will come, but moreinspite  Ministerial Offerings........... 3
% New Sign at 64 Beacon St. of than because of our efforts. I_t comes not inthe glitter and tinsel UpComing EVents.............. 3
% New Member of_ the outward show, but rather in an inner and outer darkness. The .
. . ) wise men could seethe star only because of thedark. Itwasalonely =~ Committee Updates.............. 4
% Special Meating of SoCiety  cave beside the inn that was filled by the birth of love. Theshep- ]
% Holiday Schedule herds who waited at night on alonely hillsideand trembled infear 00 oW e
% Partner Church Update were the first to hear the good news. King's Chapel Calendar ....... 7

The vain trappings of the season disguise a great emptiness, but
that emptiness waiting to be filled is the heart of Christmas, the
goodness of which there can never be too much. And in that emp-
tiness, that darkness, Christmas is waiting to be born.
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Sundays in December

King'sChapel isat thecorner of School & Tremont
Sreetsindowntown Boston. Sunday servicesbegin
at 11 am. and lagt for approximately one hour.

DEC.7 Holy Communion
Advent 11
The Rev. Rali Weaver will
preach.
Joanne Giannino Co-officiating
Hallie Speight, Lector
The lessons are |saiah 63:16-
64:8 and Mark 1:32-37.

DEC. 14 Morning Prayer
Advent I11
The Rev. Earl Holt will preach.
Pat Bass, Lay Reader
Arthur Judge, Lector
The lessons are Isaiah 61:1-4,
8-11 and John 1:6-8, 19-28.

DEC.21 Morning Prayer
Advent IV
The Rev. Earl Holt will preach.
The Rev. Joanne Giannino,
Co-officiating
Astrid Muller, Lector
The lessons are 2 Samuel 7:8-
16 and Luke 1:26-38.

DEC.28 Morning Prayer
Daniel Cochran, Seminarian, will
preach.
The Rev. Earl Holt, Co-
officiating
Robert Gulick, Lector
The lessons are Isaiah 61:10-
62:3 and Luke 2:22-40.
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Tuesday Recitals

Tuesday Recitalsat King's Chapel present ava-
riety of programs, featuring local and visiting
musicians. Admission is by suggested donation
of $3; the donations are given to the performers.
Programsbegin at 12:15 p.m. and last approxi-
mately 35 minutes. For moreinformation, please
call 617/227-2155 or visit www.kings-chapel .org.

DEC.2 Colette Camp, handbells
Russell Camp, guitar/keyboard
“Ring Out, Wild Bells!”
Christmas Classics

DEC.9 Lynnfield Pioneer Singers
Stephen Bloom, director
Holiday Favorites

DEC.16 A-No-Ne Trio
Jazzy Christmas Carols

DEC. 23 Denise Konicek, soprano
Thomas Gregg, tenor
Heinrich Christensen, organ
“ Sweet wasthe Song the Virgin
Sang”

DEC.30 NORECITAL

Family Service
undaysat 9:45am inthe Little Chapd at the
Parish House, 64 Beacon Sreet.

DEC.7 Daniel Cochran, Seminarian, will
preach.

DEC. 14 TheRev. Earl Holt will preach.
DEC.21 ALL CHURCH SUNDAY

DEC.28 NO CHURCH SCHOOL OR
FAMILY SERVICE

Wednesday Services

Midweek Prayer services begin at 12:15 p.m.
and last approximately 35 minutes.

DEC.3 Holy Communion
The Rev. Joanne Giannino,
Assistant Minister, will preach.

DEC. 10 Holy Communion
Dean Denniston will preach.

DEC. 17 Holy Communion
Daniel Cochran, Seminarian, will
preach.

DEC.24 NOSERVICE

DEC. 31 Midweek Prayer
Arthur Judge will preach.

December
Flowers

The flowersin the church cele-
brate the Christmas Season.

CHRISTMAS DAY AT 10 A.M.
HOLY COMMUNION
Continuing a tradition begunin 1686,
we celebrate Communion on Christmas Day,
with an offering taken
for the homeless and poor in our city.

NEW YEAR SEVENSONG
5 p.m. inthe Little Chapel

Complete holiday schedule on back cover
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from THE ASSISTANT

MINISTER

Christmasiscoming. And, what doesthat
mean for you? Our congregationisprovid-
ing opportunities for deeper reflection on
the meaning of Christmas.

There was the workshop Reclaiming
Christmas, based on the book Unplug the
Christmas Machine: A Complete Guideto
Putting Love and Warmth Back into the
Season (1991) by Jo Robinson and Jean
Coppock Staehdli, that several parents of
young children took part in.

Therearetwo on-going series of Advent
Bible Study meetingsin which participants
are reflecting on the meaning of the texts
assigned for this season of getting ready.

There is the conversation Hard Times,
Christmas and Being a Christian, on the
15", during which participantswill sharea
meal of soup and bread, and discuss the
Alban essay: “ Our worth comesfrom God,
not money.”

There are the upcoming Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day services: the Christmas
Pageant led by Wendy Almquist and per-
formed by the children of the parish; the
Christmas Eve service of Lessonsand Car-
olswiththefull complement of the K C choir
and our music director and with participa-
tion by many memberswho serve as read-
ers; and thetraditional Christmasmorning
worship servicewith Holy Communion.

Whether you have participated in or will
participate in any of these offerings this
season, | hope you take sometime by your-
salf or with those you loveto consider what
meaning Christmas holdsfor you.

You might take some time to remember
childhood cel ebrations—what you enjoyed
—and how you might incorporate some of
that into your current celebration. You
might take some time to acknowledge the
pressures of the holiday and ask yourself
what things are most important to you and
your loved ones—discarding even for just
this year that which holds little true value
for you and embracing thosetraditionsthat
hold the deepest meaning.

You might take some time to complete
this sentence: Christmas is a time for ...
Some have saidthat Christmasisatime*to
be apeacemaker, within my family and the
world at large; to enjoy being with my im-

MINISTERIAL

OFFERINGS

ADVENT EVENING BIBLE STUDY

"The Texts of Advent"

Four Tuesday evenings at the Parish House
at 6:30 p.m., continue on Dec.2, 9, and 16.
Discussions led by Earl Holt. Please read
Isaiah 64:1-9 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 and Mark
13:24-37. Reserveaspaceat 617/227-2155,
x314 or Isewall @kings-chapel .org

ADVENT/CHRISTMASBIBLE STUDY
BEGINSNOVEMBER 25

Thursday morning Bible Study begins on
a Tuesday this season. Confused? Due
to the three upcoming Thursday holidays,
the Advent/Christmas Bible Workbench
series begins on Tuesday, November 25,
then continues on Thursdays (December
4,11, 18), with the last two sessionsagain
on Tuesday, December 23 and 30. All meet-
ings begin at 8:45 am. in the Minister's
office at the Parish House. Newcomersare
awayswelcome. Materials are available
at the Parish Housefor $20. Call Earl Holt
for further information.

PRAYER REQUESTS

If you would like aname read during
Morning Prayer (for yourself or arela-
tive), please contact one of the Min-
isters for placement on the active
BedeList. TheKing'sChapel Prayer
Circle prays for those on the Bede
List as well as others upon request.
These requests can also be directed
totheMinistersor to L ee Glenn, who
coordinates and circulates informa-
tiontothe Prayer Circle.

(Asst. Minister’s Column Continued)
mediate family; to celebrate the birth of
Christ; to exchangegiftswith my family and
friends; for parties, entertaining, and visits
with friends; to help those who are lessfor-
tunate; to strengthen bonds with relatives,
to strengthen my church community; to be
relaxed and renewed.”

Do any of these hold true for you? What
come out on top? What might you add?

Whatever Christmas is for you, | hope
that you make and find and share some of
that thisyear. Many blessings, Joanne
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DECEMBER 21, MILK
PUNCH SUNDAY:

Pleasejoin uson Sunday, De-
cember 21st aswe celebratethe
holiday season with King's
Chapel's traditional Milk
Punch Sunday. Thefestivitieswill be held
at the Parish House following Morning
Prayer. Parishioners are encouraged to
bring afavorite holiday treat to share. For
further information please contact Anne.
This event also provides an opportunity
to welcome Bob as he becomes a member
of the King's Chapel family. (See below)

Whether you are amember of the Society
of King's Chapel, an occasiona attendee
of the Wednesday afternoon service, or a
tourist walking thefreedom trail, onceyou
step off the Tremont Street sidewak and
enter our front doors, you are likely to be
engaged by the welcoming presence of our
verger, Bob. Bob always has a smile, ex-
tends a hearty handshake, and is at the
ready with friendly conversation. This
month Bob will be adding asecond titleto
that of Verger, since he has expressed his
intention to join King's Chapel. Bob will
become our newest member on Milk Punch
Sunday, December 21.

When asked to provide information
for the newsdletter, Bob declined the usua
biographical sketch, saying that he played
foothall, served inthe Navy and the Army,
and has always been around. What Bob
did share were his thoughts on becoming
a member of King's Chapel. When Bob
was hired asaverger several yearsago, he
was not a member of any church. Ashe
served as verger, he became aware of the
benefitsthischurch could bring to hislife.
Bob states that he has aways believed in
tolerance, rationalism, social conscience,
and a God. He also expresses the impor-
tance of loving one'sneighbor. By joining
King's Chapel, Bob hopes to be a better
Christian and gain additional self-respect.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES & EVENTS

" ADULT RELIGIOUSEDUCATION

Movie Night at the Parish House

Pizza, popcorn, salad, wine, ....and
Ingmar Bergman too! enlightened 20 pa-
rishionerson Friday, Nov. 14. Weviewed
Winter Light, filmedin1962. A difficultfilm
about a disillusioned priest brought about
avery lively, intelligent, discussion led by
Marilyn and Earl Holt.

Next event will be held on Friday, Jan. 23
at 7p.m.at the Parish House. Suggestions
for titlesareforthcoming and morearewel -
come. And so are you. Thanks to Lucy
and crew for setting up the viewing equip-
ment and seats. It all worked perfectly.

 DENOMINATIONAL AFFAIRS
“Hard Times, Chrismasand BeingaChris-
tian.” Monday December 15", 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at the Parish House. Drop by or
stay a while - we will share soup, break
bread, and discuss the essay by James
Hudnut-Beumler, recently publishedinthe
Alban Institute’s Alban Weekly: “Our
Worth Comesfrom God, Not Money.” We
will talk about the essay’ sradical message,
and take time to reflect how we individu-
ally and as a congregation might compas-
sionately approach family, friends, neigh-
bors, colleagues (perhaps even ourselves)
who havefinancial worriesduring thiseco-
nomically difficult holiday. The sessionwill
be led by Beth and Elizabeth. Copies of
the article will be available on December
15.

" HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
The mission of the hospitality committee,
to create avenuefor community exchanges,
thrives through the sustaining efforts of
our willing hosts. We shower a grateful
“Thank-you,” in this season of Thanks-
giving, to the November Coffee Hour
hosts: Mary and Donald, Beth, Elsie,
Astrid, Karen, and Todd, as well
as al those who minister to us with their
hospitality. A variety of refreshments pro-
vided by these generous hosts nourished
usall!

December bringsthe annual Milk Punch
Sunday on Dec. 21 at the Parish House,

and no coffee hour on the 28. Hosts are
requested for Dec. 7 and 14. Please contact
Betty or meif you can serve either of these
dates. Betty will furnish the guidelines
(helpful to anyone who has never served
before). Reimbursement for cream/milk and
coffeeisavailable. Don't bebashful! There
are several of us around to help including
John, our Sunday verger, who has been
especialy supportive of thisweekly church
event.
—Barbara and
Betty Co-Chairs

% MEMBERSHIPCOMMITTEE
Chrisgmasparty

Friday, December 5,6to8pm!

Don't missit! By now it'salively tradition,
when “big church” celebrates the Church
School, and al have a ball—trimming the
tree, decorating cookies, lots of goodiesto
eat and drink—and Musical Chairs!

New Year’'sEveOpen House

Join us at the Parish House for any or al of
thesefegtivities—Evensong at 5, First Night
Parade and Family Fireworks on the Com-
mon, and a potluck supper (or just dropin),
finishing in time for Heinrich's concert at
King'sChapel at 9:00 p.m.

% MUSICCOMMITTEE

Musicin the New Year

Therearethree more splendid programs, all
at 5p.m. on Sundays, inthisseason'sKing's
Chapel Concert Series:

* January 25: Vivaldi's" The Four Seasons’
arranged for solo violin and organ. We have
commissioned Graham Gordon Ramsay to
write seasonal interludesinspired by Vivaldi;
they will be played between the four
concerti. Jodi Hagen isthestellar violinist;
Heinrich accompanies.

* February 22: A Night of Snow. Exquisitea
cappella choral music by Francis Poulenc,
beautifully sung by our choir under
Heinrich’'sdirection, with wintry poetry by
T.S. Eliot and othersinterjected.

* March 29: A Bach Celebration. Our sea-
son ends with a salute to Bach: Cantata 21,
“Ich hatteviel Bekiimmernis,” Part 1; amotet,
“Furchte dich nicht”; and Bach’s“Massin
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G Major,” all performed by our choir,
soloists, and achamber orchestra, directed
by Heinrich. Parishionersareinvitedto an
informal reception at the Parish House after
the concerts on January 29 and February
22.Docome!

¥ PARTNER CHURCH UPDATE
ARAREVISIT

Good news! TheKing's Chapel Partner
Church Committee has learned that Ms.
Eniko Veres, amember of the Partner Church
Committee in Kolozsvar, is planning to at-
tend the International Convocation of Uni-
tarian Universalist Women to be held in
Houston, Texas, from February 26 to March
1, 2009, thefirgt international meeting of UU
women!

Rev. Earl Holt hasinvited Eniko to visit
King's Chapel in Boston whileinthe U.S,,
and if thevisaapplication processgoeswell,
she will come to Boston around February
18for oneweek until departing for Houston
on February 25.

ThePartner Church Committeelooksfor-
ward to planning aweek for Eniko that will
include attending church servicesandaKC
concert on the 22nd; and other opportuni-
ties for sight-seeing or entertainment that
may be offered by parishioners. In return,
she is offering to speak about the signifi-
cance of Unitarianism and connection to
American UU’s in her native land of
Transylvania. She speaks fluent English
and isaprofessor and researcher inthefield
of sociology.

If you have any ideas on activities or
hospitality for our Partner Church guest
shouldthevisit materialize, pleaselet Peter
and Vicky know.

Itisnot too lateto contributeto the Part-
ner Church Attic Fund for the year 2008!
Our ambitiouscommitment hasbeentoraise
$10,000 per year for three years to support
the renovation of our Partner Church’stop
floor in its Parish House in Kolozsvar. We

(Committee Reports continued on page 5)
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reached the goal in 2007, and as aresult of
the generosity of parishioners at last
spring’s auction we are well over 75% of
the 2008 goal!! All those generous and
committed persons who made three-year
pledges, and all those who wish to support
our Partner Church at any time, may send
their contribution for collection prior to
year-end.

NEW INTERNATIONAL NOTE CARDS
Charming picture note cards are now
availablein two assortments: scenesfrom
Transylvania, including our Partner Uni-
tarian Church in Kolozsvar; and aKing's
Chapel assortment, featuring the sanctu-
ary and the Parish House parlors. Each
packet contains 12 cards, 3¥2" X 5,” andis
offered for adonation of $20 to the Partner
Church Fund. Use these cards to send a
note (or seasonal greeting) to your friends
with aboost for King's Chapel too! Cus-
tom orders may be arranged upon request
to Vicky.
—Vicky, Partner
Church Committee Co-Chair

% SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE

Thetough economictimesthat weareall
facing will makeit all the harder for those
living onthe margins of society. The Social
Action Committee (SAC) asksall at King's
Chapel to support our holiday efforts to
help those less fortunate than ourselves.
I'n conjunction with the Church School the
SACwill support the“Guest at Our Table”
program. As is traditional the SAC along
with the Church School will sponsor the
collection and wrapping of socks for the
Women’s Lunch Place. The SAC also will
sponsor the sale of baked goods for the
MA Codlition for the Homeless.

— Art, Chair

SPECIAL SOCIETY

MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING PASSESALL THREE MOTIONS

At its Special Meeting on November 16, 2008, the Society had more than the required
quorum (50 to amend the By-L aws and 30 for other business) with 77 membersduly
signed in. Prior to the meeting, members of the Society had received detailed information
about each motion as required by the by-laws. After an invocation by the Rev. Earl Holt,
the Senior Warden invited introduction of the motions.

The Society voted to accept each motion. Discussionswere ably led by the presenters of
the motions: Ollie Egleston, Chair of Buildingsand Groundsfor Motion |; Hugh Scott,
Esg., Vestry member, for Motion 11, and Steve Weber, Treasurer, for Motion 111.

Motion | —Master Plan: Accept the Executive Summary of the Master Plan as edited by
the committee and distributed at the 2008 Annual Meeting, asthe general guidelinefor
futurerestoration work. Yes— 74, No—0, Abstain - 3. PASSED.

Motion || —Ministerial and Per sonnel AffairsCommittee: Amendthe By-Lawsto add
a Standing Committee on Ministerial and Personnel Affairs. Vote: Yes—55, No—22,
Abstain- 0. PASSED.

Motion Il —ToFund theMinister’sRetirement Package: Accept the packageas
presented, thereby authorizing the release of the Society’s funds.

The Minister addressed the Society, saying that the proposed package had been reached
by common agreement through several months of cordial discussions, inwhich hewaswell
supported and represented. He concluded by saying that it isimportant for the Society to
support its congregational |eadership. On behalf of the Society, the Senior Warden warmly
thanked Earl Holt and his wife, Marilyn, for their eight years of service. The assembled
company spontaneously broke into a sustained standing ovation. After discussion with
Treasurer Steve Weber, the Motion wasvoted: Yes— 75, No - 1, Abstain— 1. PASSED.

Before adjournment the Senior Warden thanked the Society and noted that there is much
work for all to do going forward, and concluded, paraphrasing Julian of Norwich, “All
will bewell”...but added, “if we makeit be so. __ Todd Lee, Junior Warden

THANKSFROM EARL

Asweenter into the season of thanksgiving, | want to express my gratitude to the Society
for itsapproval of the agreement presented at the recent congregational meeting, provid-
ing for my retirement from the ministry of King's Chapel in June of next year. It hasbeen an
honor to serve this venerable institution, founded in the Seventeenth Century, during the
early years of the Twenty-First.

| am grateful to all those who have supported my work here and have faithfully supported
the church over these years by their presence, energy, and generosity of spirit, and sub-
stance. And | look forward to the seven months ahead, as we celebrate the cycle of the
holy seasons once more and work together to ensure a smooth transition, leading toward
what | am confident will be a bright future for King’'s Chapel. In the words of William
Greenleaf Eliot: “The past has much for which we may reasonably be grateful, but the
future must and will have better thingsin store.”
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" THE CHURCH SCHOOL

Christmas Morning
Christmasbells, awakeand ring
Your carol of long ago,

Awake O wintry sun and fling
Your beams across the snow!

Children, merrily, merrily sing

That all theworld may know
Today the angels earthward swing
To bless us here below!

Harry Behn
@

@

\INND
December Calendar
Friday 12/5 ChurchWide ChristmasParty - 6:00p.m.
Sunday 12/7 Family Service & Church School
Pageant Rehear sal 1-3p.m. —please bring
brown bag lunch
Friday 12/12 Youth Group 6:30-8:30p.m.
Sunday 12/14 Family Service & Advent Crafts
Please return Guest @ your Table boxes!
Pageant Rehearsal 1-3p.m. — please bring
brown bag lunch
Saturday 12/20 Hanging of the Greens 1-4p.m. / Junior
Chancel Committee
Pageant Rehear sal 4-6p.m. —please bring
brown bag lunch
Sunday 12/21 Church School & All Church
Milk Punch Sunday- don’t forget socksfor
the Women’s Lunch Place
Tuesday 12/23 Pageant Dress Rehear sal 4-6p.m.
Wed 12/24 ChristmasEve & Pageant-4:30 p.m.
curtain call @ 3:00p.m.
Sunday 12/28 No Family Service or Church School

The season is upon us, so hold on to your hats and enjoy!
BeWall, Jan

SIXTY-FOUR BEACON STREET HAS A NEW SIGN!

The style, proportionsand coloring of thedisplay box
look just likealittle chapel - right down to the copper
flashing roof. The Church School community thanks
Oliver Eglestonfor hiseffortsto makethispossible.
Alecia, Chair, Church School Committee.

Only Fourteen Percent ?

Many, many thanks to the members and friends who have re-
sponded to the Skills and Interest Survey. Your responses have
been logged in and will be of great help especially to the Nominat-
ing Committee. However, when thisNewsletter went to press, only
14% of King's Chapel’smembersand friends had replied.

K C needs the talents, skills, wisdom, and energy of al. Volun-
teering at KC —for both long-term and short-term projects— isan
opportunity to shareyour expertise, to makefriends, to acquire new
skills, and to enjoy agood time. Please, let us hear from you, and
thank you.

You can reply either by regular mail to Lucy Sewall at King's
Chapel House or by downloading the survey from the KC website
and then emailing it to Lucy at Isewall @kings-chapel.org If you
don’'t have asurvey and would like to participate, please telephone
the Parish House (617-227-2155) or email Lucy to request one. If
you have questions or comments, contact the Chair of Parish Coun-
cil, Beth.
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DEC.5

DEC.14

DEC.20

DEC.21

DEC.24

All-Parish Holiday Party

6:00 p.m. at the Parish House (see page 4) DEC.25
Advent Crafts

9:45 am. at the Parish House

Decor ation of theChurch

12:00 p.m. at the church DEC. 31

Advent/ChrissmasMusic Sunday
Featuring our Choir

12:15 p.m. Milk Punch at the Parish House
Wrapping Socksfor Christmas Gifts

ChrisgmasEve
4:30p.m.  Family Worship and
Annual Christmas Pageant

Lessonsand Carols

10:00p.m.  Organ Prelude

10:30p.m.  Service of Lessons and Carols
featuring our Choir
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Postage
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ChristmasDay

10:00am. Holy Communion
TheRev. Earl Holt will preach.
Amy Meyer, Lector
The lessons are |saiah 62:6-7,
10-12 and Luke 2:1-20.

NewYear’'sEve

5:00p.m. EvensongintheLittle Chapel
6:00p.m.  Potluck Supper, Parish House
7:00p.m.  Boston Common Fireworks
First Night Concert

9:00p.m.  Heinrich Christensen playsthe

C. B. Fisk Organ.

First Night Button required;
parishioners may contact the
Parish House for freetickets.
(617/227-2155)




