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The seasons seem to be changing in fits and starts i

year. I write in the middle of a warm day with monsoon-like winds, but just a few days ago ice
formed in the Lagoon in the Public Garden, and transformed the reeds along the side of the
Chatles into dramatic thick ice sculptures. Boston’s move from autumn to winter has been
advancing slowly, but erratically: two steps forward, and one backward.

Changes anywhere often come in fits and starts, even in our lives. How marvelous if
there were one clear trajectory for us humans, moving smoothly from infancy through
childhood, growing in wisdom and stature. How helpful if each time we suffered a defeat as a
teenager, we learned the lesson and matured, gliding on to the next stage of needed insight and
clarity. The journey would continue seamlessly through adulthood, until we were perfected
and complete as we aged, like cheese or wine. We’d be imbued with wisdom, never
backsliding.

I remember daydreaming as a teenager (and maybe even after that) how wonderful it
would in the weeks ahead, because I’d be more patient with myself and all others. I was
resolved. I had a plan. I’d implement it. The new, kinder Joy was about to emerge! And then
my darn humanity would surface, and I’d be less than I had hoped and dreamed. Has that
ever happened to you?

No seasons of life ever move seamlessly from one stage to another — neither global
weather patterns nor human development. Not even the life of a church community.

For this reason, the church year gives us a full month of Advent to move towards Christmas,
and later six weeks of Lent to prepare for Easter. For these big days of celebration —
Christmas and Easter -- we humans need time to get ready, the two steps forward and one
back of life.

I don’t just mean that we need a sufficient number of days to prepare for Christmas
by sending out the holiday cards, decorating the church with greens, or wrapping the
presents. We need time to wrap our minds around the astounding good news we’ll proclaim
on Christmas Day: that through a child named Jesus, God lived within a human, right here on
earth. Not within the fine trappings of an expected King, powerful and mighty, but born
homeless in someone’s borrowed garage.

Maybe especially for those of us who’ve heard this story for decades, it’s hard to listen
again deeply, with astonishment and wonder: What does this story mean for me today? God
within a baby, God within a child, God within an adult, God within me? Do I then see myself
differently? Or the beloved in my care; or the crabby cashier; or the person from another
land? What do we make of all those shabby shepherds and odd Kings who kept showing up
unexpectedly at the stable?

December likely won’t be completely smooth for any of us. But at King’s Chapel, we
can join together on the journey through the month. There are lots of opportunities — explore
them! It could make all the difference in your life. It’s good to be journeying with you all, in
our life together in this church and in Boston. I am grateful.

Two steps forward, and one back, as usual,
Joy



ANNOUNCEMENTS, UPDATES, & EVENTS

¥ Holiday Bake Sale for Massachusetts Coalition for the
Homeless

Again this holiday season the Community Action Committee is assisting
the MA Coalition for the Homeless by selling delicious Dancing Deer
baked goods to benefit the Coalition’s “A Bed for Every Child” project.
This project raised over $25,000 last year, and this year the Coalition
hopes to provide at least a thousand more beds and bedding for chil-
dren who right now must sleep on the floor or share a bed with a family
member.

CAC champion Cliff Allen has distributed a baked goods order form via
email. He and other CAC members will also be available to take orders
in the vestibule after church on November 24, and December 1 and 8.
Cakes will be delivered after Morning Prayer on Sunday, December 15
(other arrangements for pickup can be made if you will not be at church
on December 15). Please contact Cliff (clifford_allen12@comcast.net) if
you need an order form, and return your completed form to him with
your check made out to the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless,
either in person, or by mail to: Cliff Allen, 12 Jewett Road, Beverly, MA
01915. All orders must be received by Monday, December 9, to insure
holiday delivery.

% Our Newest Community Partner: The New England Center
for Homeless Veterans (NECHY)

CAC has recently begun a partnership with one of our closest neigh-
bors, the N.E. Center for Homeless Veterans, or “Court Street,” as it is
known locally. The Center provides temporary shelter, transitional
housing, career assistance, and other services to those who have served
in the U.S. military. One of our own KC members, Grady Jones, is a
former client of the Center who now works there as a manager.

On November 7, King’s Chapel joined corporate, foundation and indi-
vidual sponsors, with our own table at the NE Center’s annual benefit
gala. We were inspired, and hope you will be too.

Please plan to attend Community Action Sunday on February 9, 2014.
At our annual lunch after church, CAC will showcase the NECHYV and
its services, which fill some critical gaps in governmental care of our
country’s heroes. You will also learn of ways for KC members and
friends to get involved in this important work. For info, please contact:
CAC champion Amy Meyer (amymeyerw(@comcast.net).

¥ King’s Chapel’s Winter Retreat at Glastonbury Abbey will take
place Presidents’ Day Weekend February 14-16, 2014.

Enjoy quiet times, Benedictine Chants, good fellowship, and beautiful
scenery at our favorite Benedictine Abbey just south of Boston. Partake
of short simple services of chanting and prayer throughout the day, walk
the labyrinth or along the beach nearby, at World’s End. Rest in private
accommodations, and let someone else do the cooking! The total cost is
$130. There is financial aid available: please speak to the minister, Rev.
Joy Fallon. Our theme is “Taking Time and Making Room”, exploring
ways to get in touch with the spirit within and highlighting what is
meaningful in our lives.

If you wish to join us, please call the Parish Administrator at King’s
Chapel House at 617-227-2155 or Ciael Hills, Chair of Adult Religious
Education at 781-647-0719.

¥ PLEDGING TO RESPOND TO THE NARRATIVE
BUDGET: How Do We Want to Grow and Thrive?

The 2013 First Narrative Budget was presented for review and discussion to our
congregation at large on Sunday, November 17. The Budget presented a graph-
ic, visual representation of our current programs and their related expenses. It
also offered a range of options for us to consider for ways to grow our church
in our own lives and within our community.

For starters, our minster, in her “Widening the Welcome” summation in The
Budget, discussed some of the most often named initiatives brought forward
during the investigation that preceded drafting the Narrative Budget. Cited for
more emphasis were:

- Adult Education, including more small groups, a variety of retreats, and
interfaith conversations;

- Church School, re-invigoration with new trained staff, new teen programs,
nursery school, children participating in morning prayer, and more congrega-
tional care;

- Audio, increased capacity for recording, assisted listening, and broadcast
for sermons and music, so both can be heard more than once, and in remote
locations;

- Pastoral Care, reaching out to everyone, whether ill or well, plus fun events
to help us continue growing the Beloved Community;

- a possible New Worship Service, to be developed over the summer and
fall, building on our traditions but offering alternatives to our 11 AM Morning
Prayer;

- Our Work in the City — increased support and funding for our Community
Action Committee to develop additional initiatives, perhaps with a focus on
homelessness.

It is clear that for us achieve “Widening the Welcome” not only for ourselves,
but also to the larger community, will require increasing our annual operating
budget. Being as creative as we can be with our finances, the fundamental cal-
culus still leads us back to increasing our own stewardship by increasing our
membership, increasing our per capita gifts, and relating contribution

to membership.

The 2013 First Natrative Budget also shows us that there are striking disparities
among the sources of our own income and congregational norms of our local
peer churches, as well as how we generally think we support our church. For
example :

- our Visitors Program generates slightly more income (19%) as our own
Appeal giving (18%);

- although our average donation has almost doubled since 1998 (from $631
to $1,160), it is still comparable to the very lowest per giver of neighboring
churches;

- we have only one-third of the givers as we did then (from 278 to 90);

- and we rely more than twice as much on our endowment (the Trusts) for
operating income as our peer churches do (54% compared to 24% and 22%, the
two closest to us).

We have put off our 2014 pledge drive until just after the first of the year, rec-
ognizing that it will be more meaningful if related to ideas for our going for-
ward. Indeed, our church's response in pledging will be our first of vote of
confidence in our own ability to respond to the Narrative Budget working to-
gether over the year to craft the vigorous, committed and passionate church to
which we aspire. Your Appeal Committee chairs are certain that our habitual
end-of-year givers will help us complete a successful 2013 Appeal without very
much more encouragement. The 2014 Annual Appeal will focus us again on
widespread and committed pledging as a core value of membership. We look
forward to your enthusiastic support.

Thank you and Blessings,

Todd Lee and Karen C. C. Dalton
Co-chairs, 2013 and 2014 Annual Appeals



From THE MUSIC DIRECTOR

Concert: Goldberg Variations on December 1

Our next Sunday concert takes place on December 1 at 5 PM when
Heinrich will take on Bach's Goldberg Variations. He has been
working on this project since the spring and spent part of his sum-
mer sabbatical holed up in various churches around the globe chip-
ping away at learning all 30 variations. The famous Canadian pianist
Glenn Gould made his name playing these variations on piano, but
of course they were originally written for harpsichord. The arrange-
ment for organ you will hear at this performance was written by
German composer and organist Wilhelm Middelschulte (1863-1943),
a well-known Bach interpreter and first rate contrapuntist in his own
right. Middelschulte took full advantage of the additional
"dimensions" of the organ, transferring parts from the left hand to
the pedal and allowing for multiple manuals to clarify counter-
point texture that is not so easy to hear on the piano or harpsichord.
So even if you are intimately familiar with the Variations, you are
sure to experience a slew of new things in this performance.

We will have hot cider and treats in the vestibule following the per-
formance, so bring a friend and wrap up your Thanksgiving week-
end/start your Advent season right!

First Night

As many of you know, the non-profit organization that ran First
Night for all these years folded earlier in 2013. The city of Boston
has taken over operations, and since this is the first time the event is
put on under this aegis, at press time it is a little difficult to get a
handle on the exact scope of things. But the plan is to have our tra-
ditional organ recital at 9 PM; this year Heinrich will play a
"Goldberg Variations redux", i.e. about half the variations, so you
can end December just the way you began it. We will have special
tickets available for parishioners and their friends, so please make
sure to contact the Parish House with your ticket request if you
would like to - or buy a First Night button (rumored to available
at CVS this year, but again, check the web and local media as
the event approaches for up to date information).

Advent is the four week period leading up to Christmas, a time to
prepate for the new birth, within each of us, of “Emmanuel,”
which means “God with us.”

For the four Sundays of Advent, in my sermons I’ll be exploring
the birth narratives told by Luke and Matthew. Why do the Three
Kings appear only in Matthew and the shepherds only in
Luke? Why does Matthew focus on Joseph, but Luke makes Mary
central? Do the differences between Matthew and Luke render
both suspect, or can we understand deep truths even from myths
and parables? I'll draw on The First Christmas: What the Gospels
Really Teach About Jesus’s Birth, written by Marcus Borg and
John Dominic Crossan. If there is interest in January, there will be
a follow up book group and discussion.

We have just completed a Lectionary year based on Luke, and are
about to begin a year of Matthew, so comparing these two
different Gospels is a good way to begin the new Christian year,
this Advent. Come worship weekly to learn more, or read the
sermons on the church website, www.kings-chapel.org.

—Joy

FRrROM THE CHURCH SCHOOL:
ADVENT WITH CHILDREN

Advent Season: A Time of Waiting and Preparation... Waiting
can be difficult, especially for children aching for Christmas Morn-
ing. With children counting down the days, December can quickly
move from the ‘Advent Season’ to the ‘Are-we-there-yet Season’
for many families. Thankfully there are many great moments in
this season to help us pause as we prepare our church, our home
and our hearts for Christmas morning.

One of my favorite family traditions of advent is decorating the
Christmas Tree. As a busy family, we struggle to find an evening
which works for everyone. Yet every year my family gathers, with
Christmas music playing, to put our ornaments on the tree. We take
a breath and slow down. We jokingly fight over who will put the
angel on the top of the tree. We laugh at the teeth marks on the
mini trumpet my brother pretended to play as a child and remem-
ber my grandmother as we delicately handle the ornaments she
gave us. We place homemade ornaments from our own Advent
Craft Sunday strategically on the tree, trying to hide our less suc-
cessful artistic projects in the back. Stories get retold as ornaments
get rehung. We slow down to listen to one another. While the sto-
ries remain the same, we hear them differently every year. With new
experiences, we notice something different.

I am excited to join in with your traditions this year! I look forward
to our Church School Advent Craft Sunday is December 15th fol-
lowing the family service at the Parish House. All children and their
families are invited. Together we will create crafts, share stories and
make memories. We will even make ornaments to proudly display
on the Christmas tree. With music and food, we will wait and pre-
pare, joyfully, for the coming of the Christ-Child. I hope you can
joinus. —Kim



SPECIAL HOLIDAY EVENTS & SERVICES

%  Sunday, December 1, 5 p.m. — Organ Concert by Heinrich
Christensen — Goldberg’s Variations (part of the ongoing series of
King’s Chapel Concerts).

%  Saturday, December 7, 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Advent Quiet Day
at the Parish House, led by Rev. Joy Fallon. In preparation for
Christmas, and in the spirit of Advent, join with others, for a time of
quiet reflection with music, art, writing and silence.

%  Sunday, December 8, —12:30 p.m. Milk Punch at the Par-
ish House (Annual Parish Christmas Party with the famous Punch
for Adults and Games for the children)

A Milk Punch Wassail-Song
By Kathe German

T’was weeks before Christmas, and all through the Parish
The mavens were planning a party most lavish.
The crystal was set on the table with care,
In hopes that Milk Punch soon would be there.

A KC tradition begun years ago
With a bit of hot milk laced with liquor, you know.
So many stories emerged from that potion
We may have to ask YOU to limit your portion!

Please Join Us for a Rollicking Good Time
Milk Punch Sunday
December 8.....tra la...tra...la....
You won’t want to miss it!!!!

%  Monday, December 9 — 7:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Service at
the Little Chapel in the Parish House, 64 Beacon St., Boston. Rev.
Fallon will officiate.

Not everyone rejoices in the Christmas Season. Many of us may feel
“blue.” Realizing this, increasingly churches have begun offering a
service that meets the needs of those of us who are having a hard
time at Christmas: we may be grieving a loved one, burdened by
worties, or feeling lonely. We may not even know we need such a
service until its day arrives, when the hustle and bustle and cheer of
the season is suddenly only jarring, not joyful.

We will gather in candlelight for a short service of quiet Taize music,
a brief homily, and a chance to light candles for any sorrows. Music
will be led by Choir Members Ray Hardin and Hannah McMeans,
and by Church School Music Director Pei Lin.

W Saturday, December 14—11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Hanging
of the Greens

Come one, come all as we gather to deck King's Chapel with Christ-
mas greens!

Paula Tranter
Louise Perkins
Chancel Co-Chairs

®  Sunday, December 15 — 9:45 — 1 p.m. Family Service, fol-
lowed by Advent Arts and Crafts for the Children (work with
plants, make mosaics, decorate cookies and more).

On December 15th, directly following the Family Service at the Par-
ish House, the Church School will celebrate the season with our
annual Advent Craft Sunday. We will gather to create crafts both to
give as gifts and to decorate our homes as we prepare for Christmas.
We will make centerpieces, fashion orange and clove pomanders and
create other crafts together at this traditional Church School event.
The season is almost here!

% Sunday, December 22 — 12:30 (tentative). Meet at the Parish
House for caroling around Charles Street. If interested in participat-
ing, contact the Church Office, jess@kings-chapel.org.

%  Tuesday, December 24th — 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Pag-
eant for Children and Families (any child who attends may partici-
pate, without any rehearsal).

“Why do we celebrate Christmasr”
Telling the Old Story Again

King’s Chapel will host a new Christmas Pageant this year, Tuesday,
December 24th, at 4:30 p.m. Come join us for singing of carols and
the re-telling of the old, old story, passed on from generation to gen-
eration.

For those children knowing in advance that they would like to par-
ticipate, contact Church School Director Kim Luck to discuss play-
ing a larger part (costumed but non-speaking roles). There will be
one rehearsal, likely Sunday December 22nd, 3:30-5 p.m.
chutch.school@kings-chapel.org

Any child (or grandchild) who attends the service on Christmas
Even may participate, if he or she wishes, and join the Christmas
Scene of Jesus’ birth as an angel or shepherd.

%  Tuesday, December 24th — 10:30 p.m. Traditional Service
of Lessons and Carols

Our traditional candle-lit service kicks off with a 10 PM prelude fea-
turing departing tenor Brendan Daly before he leaves us to seck his
fortune in Europe. The service commences at 10:30 and will be
chock full of traditional carols sung with the congregation, lessons,
and beautiful choral carols and anthems for the season. Composers
include Benjamin Britten (capping off his centennial celebration),
Pierre Villette, Frank Pesci, Morten Lauridsen, and many more.

X Wednesday, December 25th — 10 a.m. Worship with Com-
munion

% Tuesday, December 31st, 5:30 p.m. Traditional New Year’s
Eve worship and potluck, followed by watching fireworks. Held
at the Parish House. To contribute to the potluck, contact Carol
Kemp.

5:30 p.m.—communion service in the little chapel
6:15 p.m.—potluck supper begins in parish house
7:00 p.m. —early fireworks outside our windows

9:00 p.m.— First Night organ recital at the church

" Wednesday, January 1st— The usual midweek service has
been Cancelled in observance of New Year’s Day.



KING’S CHAPEL SERVICES

SUNDAYS

King’s Chapel is at the corner of School & Tremont
Streets in downtown Boston. Sunday services begin at
11 a.m. and last for approximately one hour.

1 Holy Communion & Advent 1
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher
Anne Sexton, lector
The lesson is Luke 2:7-21, 25-32

8 Morning Prayer & Advent 2
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher
Paul Luca, lector
The lesson is Matt 2:1-12

15 Morning Prayer & Advent 3
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher
Amy Meyer, lay reader
David Wheeler, lector
The lesson is Lufke 1:26-56

22 Morning Prayer & Advent 4
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher
Todd Lee, lay reader
Louise Perkins, lector
The lesson is Matt. 1:18-25

29 Morning Prayer with Great Litany
Guest Preacher, TBD
Sylvia Soderberg, lector
The lesson is TBD

Have announcements, updates, events, or news
you’d like to share with the members and friends
of King’s Chapel?

Email it to admin@kings-chapel.org for it to be
included in next month’s newsletter.

We’d love to hear from youl
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WEDNESDAYS
Midweek prayer services begin at 12:15 pm and
last approximately thirty-five minutes.

4  Midweek Prayer
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher

11 Midweek Prayer
Jake Bitner, guest preacher

18 Holy Communion
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher

SPECIAL SERVICES

9  Blue Christmas @ the Little Chapel
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher

24 Christmas Pageant, 4:30 p.m.
Lessons & Carols, 10:30 p.m.

25 Christmas Day, 10 a.m.
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher
Marie Wells, lay reader
Chatles Dimino, lector

31 New Year’s Eve, 5:30 @ the Little
Chapel
Rev. Joy Fallon, preacher
Bob Gulick, lay reader
Lee Glenn, lector

SECOND SUNDAY

December 2013 Second Sunday Collection Recipi-
ent: Greater Boston Food Bank

All contributions to the December 8 collec-
tion--unless otherwise specified--will go to
the Greater Boston Food Bank, which assists
individuals and families, many with young
children, who face food insecurity. Winter is
particularly difficult for those living on the
margins, including many working poor who
have little left for food after paying rent and
other bills. Please give generously via the
“Second Sunday” collection, and help bring
some holiday sustenance to our less fortunate
sisters and brothers at this traditional season

of plenty.

Rev. Fallon’s sermons are now available
online! Click on the Worship tab and you will
see the tab labeled Rew. Fallon’s Sermons. Click
there and you will see her sermons from the
start of her ministry to the present.

TUESDAY RECITALS

Tuesday Recitals at King’s Chapel present a
variety of programs, featuring local and visiting
musicians. Admission is by suggested donation of
$3; the donations are given to the performers.
Programs — begin - at  12:15  pm  and  last
approximately 35 minutes. For more information,
Pplease call 617-227-2155, or visit www.kings-
chapel.org.

4 Racha Fora
Jazzy Christmas Favorites

10 Pioneer Singers of Lynnfield
Stephen Bloom, director
A Holiday Garland

18 Brendan Daly, tenor
Heinrich Christensen, organ
Seasonal Arias and Carols

CHANCEL FLOWERS

If you wish to donate flowers, please con-
tact Louise Perkins, Chancel Committee
Co-chair: Iwperkins50@live.com .

Please send your Chancel Flowers gifts
ATTN: Parish Administrator, KC Parish
House, 64 Beacon St., Boston, MA 02108
with “Chancel Flowers” on the memo
line of the check.

1  We do not have a donation this day!
If you would like to donate flowers,
please contact Louise Perkins.

8 The flowers on the communion table
are given in loving memory of Lucy
Rantoul Sprague by her family and
friends.

15 The Church has been decorated with
Christmas Greens by the Chancel
Committee and helpers.

The boxwood star in front of the
pulpit is given in loving memory of
Aunt Mabel Lyman and Thaxter
Spencer by Lydia Lyman

22 We do not have a donation this day!
If you would like to donate flowers,
please contact Louise Perkins.

29 We do not have a donation this day!
If you would like to donate flowers,
please contact Louise Perkins.



DECEMBER 2013 EVENTS

9:00 p.m.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu | Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Family Service & Church
School Staff Meeting Midweek Prayer Advent Quiet
9:45 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:15 p.m. Retreat at the
Parish House
Advent 1: Morning Prayer w/ Tuesday Recital 9:00 2.m.—1:00
Holy Communion 12:15 p.m. pm
11:00 a.m.
Vestry Meeting
Sunday Concert Series: Bach 6:00 p.m.
Goldberg Vatiations
5:00 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Staff Meeting
Advent 2: Morning Prayer Blue 10:00 a.m. Midweek Prayer
11:00 a.m. Christmas 12:15 p.m.
Little Chap- Tuesday Recital
Milk Punch at the Parish el 12:15 p.m.
House 7:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting
5:45 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Family Service & Church
School Staff Meeting Midweek Prayer Januaty
9:45 a.m. 10:00 a.m. with Holy Com- Newsletter
; eadline
munion
Advent 3: Morning Prayer Tuesday Recital 12:15 p.m.
11:00 a.m. 12:15 p.m.
Building Meeting
Advent Crafts at the Parish 5:30 p.m.
House
10:30 a.m.
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Staff Meeting
Advent 4: Morning Prayer 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Set-
11:00 a.m. vice
Christmas Pageant and 10:00 a.m.
Service
4:30 p.m. Parish House
Closed December
Lessons and Carols 25-27
10:30 p.m.
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
New Year’s Evensong
Morning Prayer with Great 5:30 p.m. Midweek Service
Litany Cancelled
11:00 a.m. Potluck
6:15 p.m. Parish House
Closed for New
First Night Concert Year’s Day




King’s Chapel House
64 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Rev. Joy Fallon, Senior Minister
Heinrich Christensen, Director of Music
Kimberly Luck, Church School Director
Julina Rundberg, Parish Administrator
Cindy Stephens, Boookkeeper

Theresa Cooney O’Hara, 1ead Guide
Jessica Stewart, Administrative Assistant
The Rev. Dr. Carl Scovel, Minister Emeritus

POSTMASTER:
THIS CONTAINS TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIAL;
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY.



